
� backing rod  Formerly "HBR.Backing ROD"

PRODUCT
� backing rod is a round, flexible, backing rod made of 
extruded polyethylene foam. It is available in a variety of 
diameters to fill expansion joints.
� backing rod is chemically inert, and resistant to oils, 
gasoline, and solvents.
It does not stain or adhere to sealant materials, acts as a 
bond-breaker-strip.
� backing rod has a resilient closed-cell structure and is 
non-exuding.

SCOPE OF USE
� backing rod is a backing for elastomeric and other 
cold-applied sealants. It is used in expansion or contraction 
joints to:
• Control the depth of applied sealant.
• Act as a barrier interface to prevent three sided adhesion 

(bond breaker)
• Provide a form to assist the sealant in developing the hour 

glass shape.
Typical uses are in glazing and expansion joint applications 
for windows, certain walls, expansion wall joints, partitions, 
doors, setting cracks, pavements, precast units, and copings.

LIMITATIONS
� backing rod should not be used with hot-melt 
adhesives and sealants where their temperature is over 70 C 
(160 F)

 CHARACTERISTICS
  TYPICAL PHYSICAL PROPERTIES
 Property Nominal value Test method
 Density 2.0 lbs/ft³ ASTM D 1622
 Tensile strength 25 psi ASTM D 1623
 Water absorption 0.5% by vol. ASTM c 509
 Compression 25% at 8 psi ASTM D 1621
 deflection

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE
SURFACE PREPARATION
Joint should clean, moisture free, and clear of any obstruction.

PRODUCT APPLICATION
Either cut the desired length of � backing rod or 
dispense directly from reel. Position � backing rod in the 
joint at the depth specified by the sealant manufacturer or 
architect.

Using a blunt tool or roller, press the rod uniformly into the 
joint at the specified depth. Apply the sealant over � 

backing rod according to manufacturer’s directions.

PRECAUTIONS
Do not puncture, over compress or stretch � backing rod 
during insertion.

RECOMMENDED � backing rod SIZE PER JOINT WIDTH
 Joint Width (mm) HBR Diameter(mm)
 < 5 6
 6 10
 10 12
 12 16
 16 20
 20 25
 22 30
 35 40
 45 50
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  SIZES AND PACKAGING DATA
 HBR Feet Gross weight
 Diameter (mm) per carton lbs per carton
 6 2150 15
 10 1200 15
 12 835 15
 16 517 15
 20 367 15
 25 185 15
 30 135 15
 40 257 35
 50 175 35

DISCLAIMER
While the company guarantees its products against defective 
materials, the use and application of these products are 
made without guarantee since the conditions of their application 
are beyond its control. It is recommended to verify with the 
company that the product is suitable for the intended use, 
and that this Data Sheet version is the latest one. The company 
may modify it without prior notice. Technical characteristics 
are listed for guidance only. For more information, please 
contact the company’s office in your location. 

NOTE
The information included on this Technical Data Sheet is the 
sole property of SODAMCO Holding. The unauthorized disclosure, 
use, dissemination or copying (either whole or partial) of this 
data sheet or any information it contains, is prohibited and 
subject to legal pursuit.
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